Winter 2022/2023

Family Meeting
I don’t know how things works in everyone's houses, but in ours, when
something serious needs to be discussed, we call a family meeting.
And in that family meeting we will often lay out the gist of what needs
to be talked about so that we can all work toward a solution eventually.
Well my friends, it’s time to call a family meeting for Central Presbyterian Church. This year, when all of our pledges were returned and
laid out alongside the budget for 2023, there was a shortfall. Now this
is nothing new - we have had shortfalls before. In fact, we’ve had
some semblance of an “in the red” budget for the better part of my time
here at Central Presbyterian Church.
But this time it’s different. And that kind of difference has to be addressed and dealt with. The session,
after reviewing our financial situation, assembled a “Path Forward” committee, which will be working
together with some input from Presbytery as well as someone from the Presbyterian Foundation who
deals with churches having to sort through difficult financial situations. We hope to have some more
information we can share at the congregational meeting on January 29. I’m not sharing this to scare
anyone or to start speculation of any kind, but to keep all of you in the loop about what we know, what
we are exploring, and what we might due in light of all of this.
Let us continue forward with eyes to the Advent in our world and the Advent of what is yet to come for
the family here at Central Presbyterian Church.

Christmas Blessings

and
Warm Wishes
for a
Happy New Year
from the staff of
Central Presbyterian Church
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Financial Summary - Through November 2022
Budgeted
YTD
INCOME
Loose
Pledges
Presby Foundation
Other (non-pledged giving)
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
Administrative
Maintenance
Mission
Program
Pastoral Expenses
Staff Salaries

$1,833
165,000
2,750
3,667

Actual
YTD

66.7%
YTD

$30
148,489
3,007
19,191

1.5%
82.5
100.2
479.8

$180,767 $179,458 91.0%

$16,308
28,857
7,608
11,687
75,834
68,229

$12,383 64.5%
34,260 108.8
6,600 79.5
4,788 37.6
73,082 88.3
62,182 83.5

TOTAL EXPENSES

$208,524 $193,295 84.5%

NET BALANCE

-$27,758 -$13,837

A reminder that all financial donations to Central Church must be
postmarked by December 31, 2022 to be credited to the year 2022. You
may also hand-deliver your donations to the church office before it closes
for the year beginning December 23.
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Project Santa
This year, the Board of Deacons adopted a family consisting of a single
mother and six boys. Once again, the congregation generously donated
Christmas presents for our family. The gifts were delivered to the
family on December 20. Thank you for providing a Merry Christmas to
a family in need!

"Thank You" to all those who contributed in any way to
maintaining the grounds during the past growing season.
Thankfully, there are many who helped on work day, weeding,
watering, planting, and numerous other tasks. YOUR efforts
make a difference and are greatly appreciated!

Pastor Cliff will be celebrating the holidays with
his family the week between Christmas and New
Year’s Day. On January 1, our worship will be
led by Rev. Lynn Bova, the Stated Clerk of the
Presbytery of the Miami Valley. We hope you
will join us!

Church Office News
The church office will not be staffed
from December 23 to January 2.
We’ll return on Tuesday, January 3,
2023.
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Central Church’s annual congregational meeting will take place on Sunday, January 29, 2023, for
the purpose of reviewing the 2022 Annual Report and the 2023 Church Budget and to vote on Pastor Cliff’s 2023 Terms of Call. The meeting will be held in the Sanctuary immediately following
our worship service.
Those unable to join us in-person for the meeting are encouraged to join us online via our Facebook
page or YouTube channel.

Attention All Committees!

Christmas Joy Offering
Thank you to all who contributed this
year, a Presbyterian tradition for over 70
years. Your gifts, as we reflect on God’s
greatest gift in the birth of Jesus, support
current and retired church workers in
times of need and the education of future
ethnic leadership of the Presbyterian
Church U.S.A.

It’s time to start thinking about your report to
be published in our 2022 Annual Report.
The due date is Monday, January 16, 2023.
Please contact Karen in the church office if
you have questions or would like a copy of
last year’s report.
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Blessed relief! I hired a wonderful group of guys to clean up my
yard...I’ve always been protective of my plants, and after losing a terrific
high school student yard helper to graduation and college several years
ago, I had never hired more help. Several years of constantly trotting to
Columbus to help my folks and having little time to maintain the place
had turned my yard into a jungle with happy vines, honeysuckle, poison
ivy, overgrown bushes, weedy flower beds and trees with a multitude of
dead stuff. The new guys came in and within two days had my acre and
a half looking markedly better. My pocketbook is empty, but my soul is
refreshed looking at a trimmed up yard.
Help - that’s what we all need! We get sick and are ecstatic when our neighbor brings some
chicken soup so we don’t have to cook. We have a hospital stay and a friend steps in to feed the
cat or be sure the house is safe. It’s all good. This is what people are meant to do for one another.
Churches are filled with wonderful folks who volunteer and help with every need. Do you notice the decorations? The changed banners? The Communion setup? The folks who run the
sound system? The beautiful landscaping outside? The fact that we have heat and air conditioning? We who handle the music in the church get lots of kudos - we clap for Alan with his magnificent organ pieces, we thank the choir and folks for their terrific performances and so many of
you are gracious to compliment me on the music at the church. Please remember to also thank
Susan...the inside of the church would certainly look drab without her! Pam and Austin on
sound...I could go and on with the volunteers that make the church look good inside and out, set
up for various services and run the place. Since it’s the holidays, please think of at least ten (10)
people you can thank for their time and energy. Just as my soul is fed by looking at a cleaned up
yard, our souls are fed mightily by all of those church helpers who make the church function.
On a musical note, I hope you enjoyed the cantata on December 4. We were treated to wonderful music and enjoyed Pastor Cliff’s talent added to our program. Join us for our lovely Christmas Eve service and a fun Christmas Day breakfast to celebrate the birth of our Lord.
Thank you choir, band, musicians, and the talented people of Central Presbyterian Church - we
need you all, and we appreciate every one of you!
Leslie Stratton
Music Director
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Sew Faithful News
Our annual quilt sale in early November netted us about $3000.00. We immediately began looking
for ways to help our community. Our first donation went to Central Church to say thank you for
providing us a warm, friendly place to meet. We gave another donation to SDERT-South Dayton
Emergency Response Team who responds to anyone with immediate needs. We also donated to
Shoes 4 the Shoeless. who deliver shoes and socks to disadvantaged children in our area. The lady
who came to pick up our donations left in tears, overwhelmed by all the possibilities our donation
provided. We also “thanked” Karen for all the help she provides throughout the year.
A member of our group posted pictures of our sale on Facebook. She mentioned that some of our
Christmas stockings are filled and sent to our deployed military. Almost immediately $170.00 was
donated for our soldiers. We took that money, filled and mailed stockings to 3 of our soldiers. We
received heartfelt thanks from all three (3). Here’s just one!

Our final donation went to Waynesville schools, who needed help with two needy families they
were about to turn down. They felt they would also be able to help a third family as well. They
were also overwhelmed, and relieved.
The husband of one of our members (who passed away recently) helped with our sale this year. He
then offered to take our left-over items and sell them at his church after Sunday service. He made
over $600.00! We split the money with his church and us.
We have donated over 2800 items in 2022 to different groups in our area. We also donated many
items to one of our members who formed a sewing group at her church. They really appreciated
that we thought of them.
Continued on Page 7
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Sew Faithful News (cont’d from Page 6)
Our sister group, Stitches of Love, makes patriotic pillowcases and sends them to different ships
in our military. Here is a thank you from one of them:
Hello,
On behalf of the Crusaders of VMFA-122, just wanted to let you know that my squadron received
a package filled with your pillowcases, and we distributed them amongst the Marines.
Thank you so much! One, the linens the US Navy issues us are quite possibly the worst known to
mankind, and two, it’s nice to have something that reminds us of home. Thank you for your
prayers also.
While you have provided us comfort while deployed, let us provide you comfort in return,
knowing, that we’ve got the watch. You have one of the most prepared, trained, and lethal F-35B
squadrons afloat with the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit. We were sad to leave our families
behind, but we are on mission, doing what we’ve trained to do. What makes it easy, is knowing
that we have the support of our countrymen back home. So rest easy.
Thanks again, and Mach Altus!
It’s reassuring knowing that our military stands ready! Thanks be to God.
God truly blesses our sewing groups and we too are grateful.

New church officer training will take place on
Saturday, January 7, from 10:00 AM to Noon.
All newly-elected Elders and Deacons are asked
to attend. Also, current Elders and Deacons
wanting a refresher can attend as well. Training
will be in the Fellowship Hall.
Installation of our new officers will then follow
the next day, January 8, during our worship
service.
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Winter
Birthdays

December
7 - Ron Labatzky, Shirley Singleton 8 - Pat Settles 12 - Pam Beck 14 - Gail Birden
21 - Jim Wilson 28 - Ryan Bluhm 30 - Sarah Alverson 31 - Jeff Hemmelgarn

January
1 - Lois Awsumb 8 - Bob Westfall 9 - Sandy Oole 11 - Marlene Gagen 13 - Boots Brown
15 - Jacqueline Bluhm 23 - Laurel Hemmelgarn 26 - Joe Lucas 29 - Madeline Haddox

February
4 - Karen Hammonds, Geneva Hayman 8 - Brian Miller
12 - Austin Hemmelgarn, Paula Reams, Chad Terrill 14 - Karl Ayers 20 - Steve Gagen
24 - Diora Randolph 28 - Pat Hardman

March
1 - Chris Ulm 5 - Mary Swafford 7 - Steve Ford 9 - Morgan Espelage 10 - Linda Moorhead
16 - Joe Espelage 23 - Marsha Dues
If you have a winter birthday and are not listed above, then we do not have your birth date
on file in the church office; please contact Karen to update your membership file.

Valentine’s Day is Tuesday,
February 14, 2023.
We
encourage you to remember those
who are unable to be with us for
Sunday worship with a card or
message of caring. All members’
names and addresses can be found
in your church directory.
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Pastor: Rev. Cliff Haddox (revncliffie@gmail.com)
Clerk of Session: Sarah Alverson
Board of Deacons Moderator: Sandy Ayers
Director of Music: Leslie Stratton (leslie@centralpreschurch.com)
Organist: Alan Gagnon
Treasurers: Bill Awsumb and Brian Miller
Custodian: Kevin Duffy
Church Secretary / Bookkeeper: Karen Mitchell (karen@centralpreschurch.com)

...to glorify God through
WORSHIPING

LOVING

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday - 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Church Office Phone Number: (937) 298-2864, Ext. 0
Church Email: cpcoffice@centralpreschurch.com
Church Website: www.centralpreschurch.com
In-Person & Streaming Sunday Worship: 10:00 AM
In-Person & Streaming Adult Christian Education: following Sunday worship

TEACHING
MINISTERING
that

Monday Evening Zoom Bible Study: 6:00 PM

Welcome
Winter
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Christ may be made
known...

