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They Will Spring Back 
I’ve heard many folks say, if you don’t like the weather, wait 

ten minutes and it will change.  This is all well and good ex-

cept when we have the weather we want, especially if we 

were waiting on it for a long time.  A few weeks ago we had 

a nice run of spring-like weather and I was one who let my 

guard down and got myself into a spring-like mentality.  

Like myself, it seemed a number of our annuals outside the 

church started making their way to the surface as well.  This 

made for a nice sight to see on my way into the building and out of it.  

 

Then we had another round of harsher colder days.  It hit like a surprise and I had to go back 

inside and wear a heavier coat to work.  And when I made my way in, the daffodils that had 

stood so tall and strong, were now face down on the ground, with snow on top of them.  It was a 

sad sight to see for certain.  

 
As I looked outside today, they were once again showing signs of growing tall again and reach-

ing for the sun, though their blooms looked a little worse for wear.  Only the weeks ahead will 

show us if the cold snap will have robbed them of their full glory for spring. 

 
Often in our faith journey, and our ministry as a church, we might find ourselves hitting a set 

back.  Maybe something didn’t go quite as we hoped, or someone moved away.  Maybe we 

look around and it feels a little bit “colder” and we long for the feeling of spring.  Then the gig-

gle of a child, or the thank you note from one of the agencies we’ve done mission with arrives, 

and we feel some new life and spring in the air.  

 
Not every growing season will be easy, not every seed planted will go right every time.  But if 

this season isn’t meant to be, we’ll wait and see on the next one.  We are called to be faithful 

planters and tenders, not to always have the prettiest garden. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Our Holy Week Schedule can be found on Page 5. 
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Budgeted 

YTD

Actual 

YTD

16.7% 

YTD

INCOME

Loose $333 $32 1.6%

Pledges 26,120 33,503 21.4

Presby Foundation 442 0 0.0

Other (non-pledged giving) 1,667 2,093 20.9

TOTAL INCOME $29,928 $37,145 20.7%

EXPENSES

Administrative $3,071 $1,825 9.2%

Maintenance 5,614 6,890 20.5

Mission 1,370 0 0.0

Program 2,217 240 1.8

Pastoral Expenses 14,976 14,462 16.1

Staff Salaries 13,026 12,010 15.4

TOTAL EXPENSES $40,273 $35,426 14.6%

NET BALANCE -$10,344 $1,719

Financial Summary - Through February 2023

We are looking forward to another great year on Building & Grounds.  
Hopefully we will not have any major problems to work on this year and 
can concentrate on the needs of the building and continue to make our 
outside beautiful. 
 

Inside our only major project as of now is to fix the tile in front of the 
sanctuary.  We plan to work on that during March and should have that 
completed before Easter.   Outside will have another day to pick up 
branches so the lawn will be ready for our lawn cutting service.  We plan 
on having two work days this spring.  One will be scheduled during the 

week in order to accommodate those that want to help but are unavailable during the weekend.  
The dates for the work days have not been set yet so watch your bulletins for that announcement.  
Laurel will again head up taking care of the flower beds and she will be looking for volunteers to 
help with the weeding and planting. 
 

We also need to fix some of the outdoor lights.  This will be done on some day other than one of 
the work days. 
 

If you have any questions or see anything that needs attention, please let me know and we will 
schedule a time to look at it and find a solution to fix it. 

Steve Gagen 
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Raindrops are falling on my head!  Well.......not right at the moment as I 
type this, but I got pretty soaked in the middle of my dog walk this morn-
ing.  It only POURED for a few minutes, but just that short amount of 
time was enough to soak through a ‘waterproof’ raincoat, a fleece top, 
and another shirt. 
 

Just like I prepared for the rain this morning, most of us do our best at preparing for life.  We 
save up hard earned dollars for the future, we have doctors check us out to help prevent disease, 
and we maintain our houses so the roof doesn’t leak.  But what about those unexpected occur-
rences?  I’m on a first name basis with my plumbers - they’ve been back so many times to fix 
the aging hot water pipes in the house.  My doc said a few spots on my face were concerning 
enough to remove them...resulting in my current ‘bar fight’ appearance.  ‘Unexpected’ is dis-
tressing to say the least! 
 
Our comfort comes in that Jesus certainly knows distress.  As we head into the celebration of 
Lent, Palm Sunday, then Easter, we are reminded that Christ CHOSE to follow through with the 
distress that God required of Him.  Jesus wanted to experience the things that we experience, 
and know our pain and distress.  His distress was extreme......especially knowing that He could 
have called the angels to alleviate His experience of a beating then crucifixion.  But, he chose to 
suffer and save us.  What amazing love! 
 
A special season calls for special music, and of course, we’ll do our best to provide music that 
honors our Lord, and portrays the season of sadness, and the season of rejoicing that follows. 
Grief for what Jesus experienced, but triumphant exclamations that He is Risen Indeed!  Bells 
ringing, choirs singing, instruments proclaiming Christ’s triumph over death.  As always, I am 
thankful for the talented musicians that grace us with their abilities each week.  We appreciate 
you!  So when you get caught in a rainstorm......whether it be really a rainstorm, or a health 
problem, or one of the many trials of life, just remember - Christ knows and understands.  And, 
he is with us always as we navigate our time on earth that He has given us. 
 
Blessings for a beautiful Easter Season! 
 
Leslie Stratton 
Music Director 

 Steve & Kim Bilancia and Kenslie, Kingston and McKenna - the family has been 
worshipping with us for several months.  They are transplants from New Jersey. 

 Diane Lancaster - Diane is the mother of Cindy Miller and is moving to the Dayton area.  
Diane’s first Sunday with us in-person will be April 2; however, she has been worshipping 
online with Central since COVID began. 

 Jay Mossing - Jay has been worshipping with Central for quite some time.  He is a friend of 
the Beck Family. 
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The mission committee would like to thank 
everyone who attended the 363 Luncheon 
on February 12th.  There were many good 
ideas generated by the those who attended.  
Even those who weren’t able to come took 
time to share their ideas!  It was wonderful 
to see our congregation working together to 
generate ways to support our community! 

 

From your ideas, some common themes emerged which we used to plan our mission activity. 
Those themes include food, family, children, animals, patriotic, teenagers, back to school, and 
homeless.  More details about each charity will come at the beginning of each month via a Mi-
nute for Mission announcement at Sunday service, a flyer in the bulletin and a posting on the 
bulletin board.  

 

In January and February, we collected food items for the MUM Food Pantry.  Leslie Ekin re-
ported that MUM was extremely appreciative of your donations.  In March, we are collecting 
personal items for Artemis Center, a domestic violence resource center.  You can help by do-
nating: 

▪ Full Size Shampoo 

▪ Conditioner 

▪ Body wash 

▪ Deodorant 

▪ Re-useable shopping bags 

▪ Women’s pajamas, sweaters and sweat suits of all sizes  

▪ Working and nonworking cell phones.  

▪ Cash donations are always welcome.  Make check out to Central Presbyterian Church 
and mark it for Artemis Center. 

 

We are really excited for this year’s 363 Missions and we hope you are too.  You are welcome 
to join us at any time as we collect and deliver donations and we may also contact you for 
more information about the mission you are passionate about.  

 

Thank you, again! 

 

363 Mission Committee 

Sheila Reynolds, Chair, Sandy Ayers, Ellen Donisi, Leslie Ekin and Pat Settles 
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We will receive the One Great Hour of Shar-
ing offering through Easter Sunday, April 9.  
This special denominational offering is the 
single, largest way that Presbyterians come 
together every year to work for a better world.  
For over 70 years, your gifts and those of fel-
low Presbyterians have connected us in God’s 
healing, tending and growing to create a world 
where all needs are met.  Currently, OGHS 
supports projects in over 100 countries around 
the globe.   

 

Two of the four special Presbyterian offerings are received in the spring.  “One Great 
Hour of Sharing” is received during Lent and the “Pentecost Offering” will be received 

May 7th through Pentecost Sunday, May 28.  Please read on for more information on 
these two special offerings.   

Gifts to the Pentecost Offering provide nur-
ture and hope to young members of God’s 
family.  Central Church keeps 40% of the 
gift to use for ministries that serve children 
at risk while the remaining 60% is used by 
the General Assembly for ministries with 
youth and young adults (25%), young adult 
volunteer opportunities (25%) and child ad-
vocacy (10%).  In the past, Central’s share 
has been used to fund youth mission trips, 
and for the last few years, it has been donat-
ed to the annual Dayton CROP Walk.   

▪ Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2 - worship at 10:00 AM, beginning in the Fellowship Hall 
with a continental breakfast (approx. 9:45 AM) and then processing to the Sanctuary 

 

▪ Maundy Thursday, April 6 - remembrance at 7:00 PM; Communion will be celebrated 
 

▪ Easter Sunday, April 9 - celebration of our Lord’s resurrection at 10:00 AM; 
Communion will be celebrated 

 

Services can be viewed online on Central’s Facebook page and You Tube channel: 

 https://Fb.me/centralpresdayton.com 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoGPmiWtBLchLgJHU4zDP6g 

https://fb.me/centralpresdayton.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoGPmiWtBLchLgJHU4zDP6g
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March 

1 - Chris Ulm    5 - Mary Swafford    7 - Steve Ford    9 - Morgan Espelage     

10 - Linda Moorhead    16 - Joe Espelage    23 - Marsha Dues    28 - McKenna Bilancia 

 

April 

3 - Leslie Bailey, Steve Bilancia, Leslie Ekin, Karla Gilman    5 - Janet Myers    7 - Rod Bluhm     

9 - Beulah Armstrong, Betty Ennis   10 - Carol Walker    13 - Tamra Gengler     

28 - Amee Espelage, Sue Labatzky    29 - Barb Ricketts 

 

May 

3 - Collin Troxell    4 - Wanda Bundy    6 - Brad Miller, Hayden Troxell    11 - Kenslie Bilancia 

12 - Joey Gengler    15 - Gary Neeley    27 - Del Bower    29 - Marlene Murray     

31 - Andrew Evans 

 

June  

1 - Haley Espelage    9 - Courtney Hemmelgarn Windsor     13 - Gloria Iselaiye     

15 - Mary Arnett    16 - Ruth Craig    17 - Diane Dutton    20 - Billy Walker    24 - Cindy Miller     

25 - Sandy Ayers, Jim Brown 

If you have a spring birthday and are not listed above,  

then we do not have your birth date on file in the church office.   

Please contact Karen in the church office to update your membership file. 
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CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

4699 LAMME ROAD 

DAYTON  OH  45439-3099 
 

Return Service Requested 

 

Spring 2023 

 ...to glorify God through 

 WORSHIPING 

 LOVING 

 TEACHING 

 MINISTERING 

 that Christ may be made  

  known... 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Cliff Haddox (revncliffie@gmail.com) 

Clerk of Session:  Sarah Alverson 

Board of Deacons Moderator:  Bob Westfall 

Director of Music:  Leslie Stratton (leslie@centralpreschurch.com) 

Organist:  Alan Gagnon 

Treasurers:  Bill Awsumb and Brian Miller  

Custodian:  Kevin Duffy 

Church Secretary / Bookkeeper:  Karen Mitchell (karen@centralpreschurch.com) 
 

Church Office Hours:  Monday-Friday - 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

Church Office Phone Number:  (937) 298-2864, Ext. 0 

Church Email:  cpcoffice@centralpreschurch.com 

Church Website:  www.centralpreschurch.com  
 

Sunday Worship:  10:00 AM   
 

Sunday Morning Christian Education:  11:15 AM  
 

Monday Evening Zoom Bible Study:  6:00 PM 


